Social memory -the shared remembrances of group experience -creates shared identity, and provides people with both an image of their past and a design for their future. But how are we to conceive the memories of past peoples such as, for example, the ancient Greeks? This book makes a strong case for the use of archaeology, particularly the evidence of landscape and of monuments, to trace patterns in commemoration and forgetfulness. Three detailed case studies (early Roman Greece, Hellenistic and Roman Crete, and Messenia in Archaic to Hellenistic times) focus on societies undergoing different types of social transformation. Material evidence allows us to observe how groups responded to these challenges, and how they made different uses of the past, in the past.
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Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-89000-7 -Archaeologies of the My curiosity about archaeology and memory, however, predated those two invitations. An obsession with memory has marked the closing decades of the twentieth century (in other words, my own adult life time); and near the turn of the millennium, when these lectures were delivered, the subject had become almost impossible to avoid, both within the academy and beyond. I remember first wondering about social memory and the Greeks when, while working with Peter Callaghan at Knossos on Crete in the 1980s, I heard about the discovery of Roman-period votives in the venerable -and, as I had conceived it, almost wholly prehistoric -Idaian Cave on Crete (discussed here in chapter 3). Research on regional developments in Roman Greece (considered a land "obsessed with its past") and fieldwork in Messenia (an excellent example of a "people without history") only prodded me further into wondering about what people in Greece, or indeed anywhere, remembered, and why, and how.
I met some people along the way who, directly or indirectly, fostered my ruminations about "the uses of the past in the past," and who provided me [xi] 
